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The word "supranationalism" brings visions of the exercise of political authority beyond 
the nation-state -- of a super state capable of regulating all sovereign states.
An assistant professor of political science at the University of Montana, Dr. Forest 
L. Grieves, explores the undefined term and its implications for international law in his 
book, "Supranationalism and International Adjudication," which was published early in 
September by the University of Illinois Press, Urbana. Dr. Grieves came to UM this fall 
from Western Illinois University, Macomb, where he was also an assistant professor.
Supranationalism is a relatively new word in the vocabulary of politics. It generally 
signifies a level of integration among countries beyond a mere confederation, yet still 
short of a federal system, Dr. Grieves said.
"A major dilemma of international relations," said Dr. Grieves, "is the existence of 
the traditional concept of national sovereignty, whereby independent states ultimately 
control their actions and the clear need to regulate their actions. Regulation would 
insure international order."
In the past 50 years, nations have submitted voluntarily to restrictions of their 
sovereignty by the allocation of power, often supranational power, to an international 
organization, Dr. Grieves noted.
"An assumption of the study," Dr. Grieves explained, "is that the level of supranational 
power possessed by international courts will generally reflect the level of tolerance 
nation-states will exhibit on restrictions."
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He studies five international courts in his book: the Central American Court of
Justice, the Permanent Court of International Justice, the International Court of Justice, 
the Court of Justice of the European Communities and the European Court of Human Rights.
The courts are studied in relation to the supranational characteristics they may or may 
not possess.
Much of the research for "Supranationalism and International Adjudication” is based 
on extensive use and translation of foreign source material and compilation of previously 
untranslated data.
"This method, although tedious, has the value of providing a broader field for research 
in original source materials, and provides new views and data for the English reader 
Dr. Grieves said.
His wife, Irmgard Katharina, a native of Schweinsberg, West Germany, assisted him 
in the preparation of the manuscript.
Dr. Grieves, originally from Reno, Nev., said his book "should primarily interest 
people involved with international law."
Dr. Grieves was awarded his bachelor's degree at Stanford University, Stanford, Calif., 
in 1960. He received his master's degree at the University of Nevada, Reno, in 1964 and 
his doctorate at the University of Arizona, Tuscon, in 1967.
